
 

Deerfield Beach High School 
IB THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE 

Course Information  
 
Instructor:  Mr. W. Collazo             Academic Year:  2019-2020 
 
Times & Location:  Periods 1, 2 & 4 [Red Days] - Room 116 
Office Hours (By prearrangement only):  
Study Hall – Period 3; Planning – Period 7; After School until 3:45 most days 
Contact information: 

Ø Parents may contact me during the above hours using the school’s number,  
754-322-0650; you may also contact me by e-mail at wcollazo@browardschools.com. 
Conferences may be scheduled upon request through the guidance department. 

Ø Students may stop by my room after school or prearranged times during office hours; 
you may also contact me via e-mail at dbhssensei@gmail.com.   

Ø Course Website: http://dbhs-sensei.com (All course info & assignments posted by week) 
 
 
TEXTBOOK INFORMATION 
 
The following textbooks will be used during the course of this semester: 
 
Diploma Programme Theory of Knowledge Guide.  Cardiff, UK: International  

Baccalaureate Organization, 2015. 
Dombrowski, Eileen, et al. Theory of Knowledge.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013. 
Kognity Online Textbook 
 
* Students will be provided online access to digital versions of the curriculum guide (website) 
and the primary text (PDF files by chapter) through the course website and CANVAS. 
** In addition to the primary texts cited above, note that a wealth of online and current print and 
audio/visual media and reading assignments will be used and available through the course 
website and CANVAS. 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Central to the educational philosophy of the International Baccalaureate Program, the Theory of 
Knowledge (TOK) course challenges students to reflect critically on diverse ways of knowing 
and areas of knowledge, and to consider the role which knowledge plays in a global society.  The 
class encourages students to become aware of themselves as thinkers, to become aware of the 
complexity of knowledge, and to recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly 
interconnected world.  TOK is designed to provide students with an opportunity for reflection.  
As such, the course is not designed to impart new information so much as it is intended to explore 
the origins and limitations of what the students have already learned in other courses.  Students 
will carefully consider and investigate perspectives as they pertain to the I.B. curriculum’s subject 
categories. 

The aims of the TOK course are for students to:  

• make connections between a critical approach to the construction of knowledge, the 
academic disciplines and the wider world  
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• develop an awareness of how individuals and communities construct knowledge and how 
this is critically examined  

• develop an interest in the diversity and richness of cultural perspectives and an awareness 
of personal and ideological assumptions  

• critically reflect on their own beliefs and assumptions, leading to more thoughtful, 
responsible and purposeful lives  

• understand that knowledge brings responsibility which leads to commitment and action. 

 
INTENDED OUTCOMES 

After successfully completing this course, the student should be able to: 

• identify and analyze the various kinds of justifications used to support knowledge claims  
• formulate, evaluate and attempt to answer knowledge questions 
• examine how academic disciplines/areas of knowledge generate and shape knowledge 
• understand the roles played by ways of knowing in the construction of shared and 

personal knowledge  
• explore links between knowledge claims, knowledge questions, ways of knowing and 

areas of knowledge  
• demonstrate an awareness and understanding of different perspectives and be able to 

relate these to one’s own perspective  
• explore real-life/contemporary issues from a TOK perspective. 

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
 
The following items are required for the course; students are expected to bring these items to 
class everyday: 
 
1 bound composition book for journal writing, notes & reflections 
1 three-ring binder (1/2-inch suggested) or 1 folder for keeping important handouts 
1 flash drive OR online web storage account for saving documents 
• Please note that from time to time the teacher may ask the students to bring other items to be 

used in class that are not listed above. 
 
 
GRADING POLICY 
 
1) Grading Scale: as passed by the Florida State Legislature and executed by School Board of 

Broward County policy. 
 

2) Grading System: There are 2 categories of assessment in calculating your grade; these 
categories will be weighted as follows:  
1. Reflections Journal – 50% (completed as assigned; checked weekly) 
2. Knowledge at Work – 25% (completed as assigned) 
3. Application Assessments – 25% (completed as assigned) 
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ASSESSMENTS 
 
The course assessments and value scores assigned to them are designed to represent the student’s 
effort and achievement in two different areas:   
• Abstract thinking - to explore and reflect on TOK concepts as introduced by the instructor 

and considered by the student in their own lives. 
• Concrete application of ideas - to apply TOK concepts to real life situations, with the intent of 

explaining and arguing for and against different perspectives.  
 
Students will be asked to participate fully in classroom discussions and assignments to 
demonstrate achievement in these two areas.  Classroom activities will include, but are not 
limited to, large and small-group discussions, oral presentations, Socratic seminars, reading 
analyses, writing exercises, and current events discussions.  These activities will be chronicled 
and assessed through the following categories of assignments: 
 
1) Reflections Journal (Formative):  Students are required to keep a journal of their personal 

and analytical reflections in a bound composition book throughout the course.  They must 
enter entries into this journal as assigned in class.  Individual responses and discussion notes 
in these entries must be included as instructed and the journal must be submitted on time to 
earn full credit.  Entry topics will be determined by the instructor.  Students are encouraged to 
use this journal as a tool for honest self-analysis, introspection, and careful deliberation on 
TOK ideas.  The format of each entry is outlined in a separate handout to be provided. This 
journal will be collected weekly throughout the course, and as announced in class. 

 
2) Knowledge at Work (Formative):  Students will be asked to choose a topic of interest and complete 

a brief analysis of a “real life situation” (RLS) to explore how knowledge concepts may be utilized 
to understand, explain, and inquire about the world around them.   This work will be similar to a 
current event exploration, but it will require a predefined format and approach to be outlined in a 
separate handout to be provided later.  This analysis will be due as assigned throughout the year. 

 
3) Application Assessments (Summative):  Students will be asked to complete assessments that 

involve applying specific TOK concepts to analyze and construct arguments and to demonstrate 
their understanding of perspectives at work. These tasks will include, but are not limited to, 
term/vocabulary identification quizzes, addressing questions in oral or written form drawn from 
interpreting readings and texts, and most importantly, preparing for and completing practice 
assignments for IB required internal and external TOK assessments.  Details for each assignment 
will be provided as a separate handout, since they vary depending on the unit.  These application 
assignments will be due as assigned at the end of each unit. 

 
IB Required Assessment Practice 

 
- Oral Presentations (Internal Assessment):  Students will develop TOK presentations as 

outlined in the I.B. published Theory of Knowledge Curriculum Guide.  They will, as 
individuals, articulate a primary knowledge question that may be examined in an 
appropriate real-life situation of their choosing, with the approval of the instructor.  In 
support of this exploration of perspectives, they will research and organize a series of 
arguments in support of a variety of perspectives in answering the knowledge question.  
The intent is to challenge students to use TOK critical skills to determine the validity of 
real-life arguments and debates.  Detailed guidelines will be provided in a separate 
handout, and presentations will be assigned throughout the course to support unit material 
and content discussions.  These assessments will NOT be used for their 12th grade 
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assessment for the IB diploma; they are intended to enhance the course material while 
providing TOK skills practice. 

 
- Prescribed Title Essay (External Assessment):  Essays will be chosen from IB 

prescribed titles from previous exam sessions, as determined by the instructor.  However, 
students will NOT be writing out the full essay as a class assignment; they may, however, 
be asked to use their outline to write the essay to be scored as a semester exam (see 
below).  The focus in the 11th grade TOK class will be to give students the opportunity to 
consider carefully and outline extensively the kinds of essays they will address in their 
12th grade assessment for the IB diploma.  Detailed guidelines will be provided in a 
separate handout, and essay prompts will be assigned as the course schedule permits. 

 
* Midterm & Final examinations:  For both the midterm and final exams, students will complete 
a summative, multiple-choice and essay examination that assesses understanding of key concepts, 
perspectives and methodologies studied throughout the course.  As this course is an IB course, 
NO exemptions will be awarded for the midterm, but qualifying students may choose to exempt 
the final examination.  These grades will not be factored into the quarterly grade, only the 
semester grade as calculated by the district. 
 
 
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 

These procedures represent the culture of our classroom.  As with any culture, there are certain 
values and practices that are considered acceptable and unacceptable.  Below is a listing and 
explanation of those attitudes and practices that will ensure survival and success in our culture. 
 
1)  Come to class on time and prepared. 
• Bring your journal and any other materials needed to class daily. 
• Pay attention to the time between bells and be seated immediately at the beginning of class. 
  
2)  Be mindful of the daily class routine. 
• When you enter the class and take your seat, take out your journal and begin work on the 

question for consideration.  Remember to put your name, the date, and an assignment title on 
any work that you do; failure to comply with standard procedures may result in a point 
deduction or punitive measures determined by the instructor. 

• Secure any belongings not needed for class in your bag. 
• Raise your hand to ask for a restroom pass, preferably when we are transitioning to a new 

activity, not in the middle of discussion.  Passes are NOT permitted 15 minutes after the start 
of the class or 15 minutes before the end of class.  Passes of any kind and signatures for 
permitted absences are provided only at the discretion of the instructor. 

• At the end of each class: 
a) Return any books and borrowed materials to their proper locations. 
b) Check and dispose of any trash that may be around your seat.   
c) Be sure to take all of your belongings with you. 
 

3) Actively listen and be respectful of others. 
• During large or small group discussions, as well as Socratic Seminars, participate fully by 

listening carefully to what your classmates are saying and remain considerate of their 
opinions. 

• Each day, try to practice listening with these ideas in mind: 
ü I listen because I want to know the truth about the world and people outside of myself.  
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ü My listening is guided by the principle of “charitable interpretation” — I don’t worry 
about the minor details in someone’s expression of an idea; instead, I look for the insight 
behind their words.  
ü I listen graciously, without drawing attention to myself. (I get out of the way)  
ü I encourage others, if necessary, with my body language and words.  I never distract them.  
ü I share the discussion space. If needed, I invite others in who haven’t had equal time to 
share their views.  

 
4) Maintain a positive attitude and be ready to take risks.  
• A positive attitude is one of the most powerful secrets of success in life.  In any endeavor, 

attitude is the foundational element, before skills, to achieve success.  Negativity is 
contagious and does not support progress.  Sincerely try to do your best and your skills can be 
trained over time for achievement.  With attitude in mind, please make a conscious effort to 
do the following: 
ü Count your blessings – Be thankful everyday.  
ü Believe in yourself – Take control of your mind.   
ü Do unto others as you would have them do unto you (Practice the “The Golden Rule”).  
ü Be consciously positive – Dilute negative thoughts.  
ü Be kind to someone for no reason everyday.  

• During large or small group discussions and Socratic Seminars, take risks by expressing 
opinions that may not be popular or even by making one more contribution than the day or 
week before.  By maintaining a positive attitude, taking risks becomes a little easier with 
time. 

 
5) Avoid bringing food, candy, drinks to class.  
• No unauthorized eating or drinking in this classroom. 
• Please throw out your gum as you enter the classroom. 
• If I authorize eating or drinking in a special case, please be sure to clean your desk and 

dispose of any trash that may be around your seat afterward. 
 
 
Beyond the procedures mentioned above, please note two big DO NOTs:  
 

1) Do not cheat.  Cheating ranges from copying another students’ homework to turning 
in an assignment copied from an internet source or turning in work with quotes but 
no source citations. Cheating also includes helping others to do work that is supposed 
to be an individual effort and working on homework for another class during TOK.  
Worst of all, the trust broken with me is often irreparable. 
 

2) Do not use your phones or electronic devices during class time (unless 
specifically authorized to do so).  They are not to be turned on during class unless 
cleared by me for an academic or emergency purpose. They should never be a 
distraction for your own or others’ learning.  Please consider carefully my classroom 
culture statement (under separate handout), as this may be viewed as disrespectful. 

 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
All policies regarding attendance and tardiness fall under those outlined in the Code of Student 
Conduct & Discipline Handbook distributed to each student.  Please refer to this handbook for 
details about the student’s responsibilities and the consequences for violating these policies.  All 
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students will be assigned a “TOK study buddy” to contact in the event of absence.  Students must 
also check the course website for the daily journal topic and updates on homework assignments. 
 
 
MAKE-UP WORK 
 
All policies regarding make-up work fall under those outlined in the Code of Student Conduct & 
Discipline Handbook distributed to each student.  Please refer to this handbook for details about 
the student’s responsibilities and the consequences for violating these policies.   Here are my 
general expectations:   

• Submit previously assigned work or take a previously scheduled quiz/test on the day you 
return. 

• Contact your “TOK study buddy” and check the course website and your email for 
updates on what was covered and what might be due the day you return (especially for 
multi-day absences).   

• Make-up assignments will be submitted at the beginning of the next class (2 days later) in 
most cases, unless otherwise directed. 

 
 
LATE WORK POLICY 
 
Students are expected to submit their work on or before the date due.  If work is submitted late, it 
must be complete to be accepted.  20% will be deducted from the maximum number of points 
earned on the assignment.  For journal submissions, deductions will be applied to EACH entry 
being graded for that particular check. 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY USE 

Students are required to be proficient or have a working knowledge in the use of word processing 
and automated researching skills (internet, databases, etc.).  Since there is a course website, there 
will be times that they will be asked to search this website for updated information and 
assignments.   
 
Students are strongly encouraged to have an e-mail address and regular internet access.  If a 
student does not have e-mail or internet access at home, the media center has computers for your 
use; during the weekends, you can use your local library’s computers.  This is a valuable resource 
for keeping up-to-date with work, research, and announcements.  
 
 
ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITY 
 
Students are expected to abide by ethical standards in preparing and presenting material, which 
demonstrates their level of knowledge and which is used to determine grades.  Such standards are 
founded on the basic concepts of honesty and integrity.  IB students are bound to act in 
accordance with BOTH the Student Code of Conduct and the IB Honor Code.  The teacher 
reserves the right to award NO points for an assignment where evidence shows the student 
submitted work that is not his/her own original work and/or used sources that have not been 
acknowledged by the student in the final product.  Progressive disciplinary action will then be 
followed in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and the IB Honor Code. 
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IB THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE 
Course Syllabus 

This is a general outline of the course topics and issues in the order we will be discussing them.  
Please note that this syllabus is subject to change in the case of any unforeseen time constraints. 

 
1ST SEMESTER - 2019 

1st Quarter 
WEEKS 1–4 

 
 

Unit 1: Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge 
Essential Questions:  How do I(we) know the things I(we) know?  How does 
this course fulfill a purpose in the IB program? 
Topics Covered:  Nature of TOK as an IB subject; the IB Learner Profile & 
orientation to diploma program curriculum; distinguishing between knowledge 
from other related ideas; the role of perspective in knowing 
 

WEEKS 5–8 
 
 

Unit 2: “Know Thyself” - Human Nature & Our Ways of Knowing 
Essential Questions:  How does being human affect my (our) knowledge?  How 
do our ways of knowing work together to form knowledge? 
Topics Covered:  Knowing as individuals and as communities; the distinction 
between personal & shared knowledge; types of perspectives; reflecting on 
human nature; introduction to our ways of knowing 
 

WEEK 9 
 
 

Core Concepts Review 
Essential Questions: To what extent can beliefs be justified using the ways of 
knowing?  To what extent should they be justified this way?  How useful are 
the truth tests of coherence, correspondence and pragmatism in arriving at 
knowledge? 
Topics Covered:  Personal & shared knowledge, the ways of knowing in 
justifying what we claim to know, belief and knowledge, the role of culture 
and spirituality, truth checks and explanations/justifications 
 

WEEK 10 
 
 

Units 3-10: Areas of Knowledge – An Overview 
Essential Questions:  How do I (we) organize our thinking and knowledge into 
systems?  Why do I (we) do this? 
Topics Covered:  Paradigms & conventional thinking; types of knowledge 
claims; formulating knowledge questions; understanding knowledge 
frameworks and their use 
 

2nd Quarter 
WEEKS 11–13 

 
 

Unit 3: Areas of Knowledge – Natural Sciences 
Essential Questions:  How certain is scientific knowledge?  How does ‘the’ 
scientific method work?  What is the role of mathematics in science? 
Topics Covered:  Considering the most basic presuppositions in scientific 
investigation; clarifying and analyzing scientific goals, objectives and method; 
identifying scientific paradigms and they might affect method; looking at the 
role of the scientist and the scientific community and how peer-review 
functions; asking if math creates our scientific reality; exploring 
morality/ethics and responsibility in the natural sciences 
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WEEKS 14–17 
 
 

Unit 4: Areas of Knowledge – Mathematics 
Essential Questions:  How does mathematics relate to the natural world?  How 
is mathematical knowledge different from other areas of knowledge? 
Topics Covered:  Defining formal systems & the nature of objective definitions 
in a real, natural world, that is, pure math versus applied math; considering the 
early ideas of Pythagoras & different mathematical paradigms; investigating 
the uses of formal versus informal logic; analyzing the mathematical method 
and its use of proof for evidence and certainty 
 

WEEKS 18–19 
 
 

Unit 5: Areas of Knowledge – Indigenous Knowledge Systems 
Essential Questions:  How and why does cultural knowledge develop?  How do 
we compare/contrast ‘indigenous’ knowledge with scientific/mathematical 
knowledge? 
Topics Covered: Identifying indigenous populations and exploring a sampling 
of their cultures; considering how “non-Western” / “non-traditional” 
knowledge is embedded in culture; examining how culture seeks to address 
fundamental questions of existence; Midterm Exam Preparation 

WEEK 20 
 
 

 
MIDTERM EXAM 

Winter Break:  12/23/2019 – 1/5/2020 
 

2nd SEMESTER - 2020 
3rd Quarter 

WEEKS 1–3 
 
 

Unit 6: Areas of Knowledge – Human Sciences 
Essential Questions:  How and why do we try to predict or influence human 
behavior?  How do the challenges of doing so reflect why we pursue 
knowledge in the first place? 
Topics Covered:  Comparing/contrasting scientific investigation in the human 
sciences versus natural sciences; looking at the concept of Verstehen & the 
challenges of studying humans; exploring the dichotomy of ‘soft’ versus ‘hard’ 
sciences and the exercise of operationalizing investigations; considering 
complementary versus competing paradigms in the human sciences and how 
this affects public policy; revisiting the ways of knowing and human nature; 
exploring morality/ethics and responsibility in the human sciences 
 

WEEKS 4–6 
 
 

Unit 7:  Areas of Knowledge – History 
Essential Questions:  How is knowledge of the past different than other kinds of 
knowledge? What are the challenges in knowing the past?  How are history 
and identity related? 
Topics Covered:  Clarifying what is meant by ‘history’ and the role of the 
historian; examining ‘historical method’; analyzing events from different 
perspectives and how we prioritize values; identifying historical paradigms and 
alternative narratives; considering the purpose of keeping history and its uses 
in retaining individual and collective memory 
 

WEEKS 7–9 
 

Unit 8: Areas of Knowledge – The Arts 
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 Essential Questions:  How do the arts provide us with knowledge? How does 
that knowledge compare/contrast with other areas?  How does technology 
affect our creation and appreciation of the arts? 
Topics Covered:  Defining ‘art’ and artistic knowledge; examining the 
relationship between the arts & ‘quality’; introducing aesthetics and value 
judgment in the arts; identifying artistic paradigms; revisiting subjectivity and 
objectivity; considering the relationship between the arts & the sciences 

WEEKS 10–11 
 
 

Unit 9: Areas of Knowledge – Ethics 
Essential Questions:  How does our intuitive or reasoned determination of 
good and bad influence our pursuit of knowledge? How can values be 
considered either/both objective or subjective? 
Topics Covered:  Distinguishing between morality & ethics; reflecting on 
thought and action; value judgments as a knowledge claim; considering ‘good’ 
and ‘bad’ for the individual and societies; examining various systems of 
ethics/ethical paradigms; the role of cultural relativism 
 

Spring Break:  3/23/2020 – 3/27/2020 
4th Quarter 

WEEKS 12–13 
 
 

Unit 10: Areas of Knowledge – Religious Knowledge Systems 
Essential Questions:  How and why does religious knowledge develop?  How 
can we know through spirituality and religion? 
Topics Covered:  Considering knowledge sources in spirituality and religion; a 
short course in major religions; religious doctrine and practice; examining how 
religion seeks to address fundamental questions of life, value & knowledge 
 

WEEKS 14–15 
 
 

Course Review and Assessment Practice 
Essential Question: How are these TOK concepts at work in the real world? 
Topics Covered:  Assessments & presentations; current events and real life 
situation focus  
 

WEEKS 16–19 
 
 

IB & AP Examinations (Regular, Alternative, Exception Testing) 
Scheduled presentations; current events and real life situation focus;  
IB & AP Exam Preparations and Testing; Study Hall 
 

WEEK 20 
 
 

Making Connections & Back to the Beginning 
Essential Question: What have I learned and how can I apply this to my 
academic and personal life? 
Topics Covered: Looking at TOK in the IB program/curriculum and its use in 
making sense of the world; “TOK Last Will & Testament”; Final Exam 
Preparation 
 

WEEK 21  
FINAL EXAM 
 

 

 


